
WWII: The War at Home



Total War
 By 1942, Canada was 

committed to a policy of  

“Total War”.

 All industries, materials 

and people were put to 

work for the war effort.



Government and the Economy
 The war launched Canada out of  the depression and into 

an economic boom.

 The War Measures Act gave the government enormous 
powers over the people of  Canada. 

 Canada shifted to a war-time economy, becoming an 
industrial power, new factories were built, and old ones 
adapted for war purposes. Factories churned out 
thousands of  guns, ships, fighter planes and military 
vehicles. 



Canadian Production 1939-1945

Aircraft 16 000

Rifles 900 000

Military Vehicles 815 000

Merchant Ships 410

Landing Craft 3 302

Navy Tugs 254

Tanks 6 500

Escort Ships 487

Machine Guns 244 000



Labour

 With so many men 
enlisting, Canada faced a 
labour shortage as early 
as 1941, most notably in 
war-related industries. 

 One of the main strategies 
of the program was to 
recruit women for the work 

force.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRJemr2Wc4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRJemr2Wc4s


■ At first only single women were recruited, but 

upon severe labour shortages, both married 

women and mothers were sought out; the 

government even funded daycare centres so that 

women would be free to work.

■ In 1943, there were approximately 225,000 

Canadian women working in munitions factories.



 In 1941, for the first time in Canadian history, women were able 
to enlist in their own divisions of  the Army, Navy and Air Force. 
Although Canadian women were not allowed into combat during 
the Second World War, they did just about everything else.

 Women served as nurses, stretcher bearers, drivers, machine 
operators, cooks and secretaries. They also flew Canadian built 
planes to bases in Britain and ferried officers and politicians 
from Ottawa to London.

 They were paid roughly 60% of  what their male counterparts 
made



Noteable Women

http://www.vintageinn.ca/2014/02/the-canadian-rosie-the-riveter-veronica-foster/
http://www.vintageinn.ca/2014/02/the-canadian-rosie-the-riveter-veronica-foster/


Enlistment By Women In Canada’s Armed Forces:

Navy 6 781

Air Force 17 018

Army 21 624

Medical Services 4 518

Doctors 58

Over 43,000 women served overseas 
in the Canadian Women’s Army 
Corps, the Royal Women’s Navy 
Service and the Women’s Division of  
the Royal Canadian Air Force.

http://archives.cbc.ca/war_conflict/second_world_war/clips/4974/

http://archives.cbc.ca/war_conflict/second_world_war/clips/4974/


Rationing: Conserving in Wartime

 To ensure there was a large enough supply to meet both military 
and civilian needs, certain staple goods were rationed. 

 Rationed Items Included:

Meat, Butter, Tea, Coffee, Gasoline, Tires (rubber), Alcohol, 
Clothing Fabric and Silk





Pitching in on all fronts

■ dedication to the war effort also 

extended outside the factories. 

■ Women’s organizations collected 

paper, glass, metal, rubber, rags 

and bones to be recycled into war 

supplies.

■ They planted victory gardens, 

sewed clothes for troops and were 

recruited to work on farms and in 

factories.



Financing the War

 The Canadian Government did 
raise taxes during the Second 
World War to help offset the cost 
of financing the war.

 To help pay for the rest, the 
Canadian government turned to an 
old idea: Victory Loans drives. 

 Victory Bond: A loan made to 
the government that is to be 
paid back to citizens after a pre-
determined time (with interest!)



Propaganda

 Information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used 

to promote or publicize a particular political cause or point of 

view.

 The National Film Board (NFB) turned out hundreds of 

documentaries and short films which were shown all over 

Canada

 Posters and radio messages were everywhere as well



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4497GEGOOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4497GEGOOg


Regional Tensions -

Conscription Crisis

 Conscription would once again become a divisive issue between 

Quebec and the rest of Canada during 1944.

 To appease supporters of conscription, Prime Minister Mackenzie 

King decided to hold a plebiscite asking Canadians to release the 

government from its anti-conscription promises.

 72.9 per cent of Québec residents voted "no," while in the other 

provinces the "yes" vote triumphed by 80 per cent. The government 

then passed Bill 80, authorizing conscription for overseas service if it 

was deemed necessary (only 12,908 would be sent abroad!)

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2VfjDbBRd8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A2VfjDbBRd8


Discrimination and loss of rights

 Following the Attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, Japanese 

Canadians were categorized as enemy aliens under the War 

Measures Act, which began to remove their personal rights.

 1,200 Japanese-Canadian-owned fishing vessels were impounded and their 

owners barred from fishing

 On January 14, 1942, the federal government passed an order calling for the 

removal of male Japanese nationals between 18 to 45 years of age from a 

designated protected area of 100 miles inland from the British Columbia coast. 

 In all, some 27,000 people were detained without charge or trial, and their property 

confiscated. Others were deported to Japan.

 The internments of ethnic populations during both wars remained a 

contentious public issue until the 1980s, when compensation 

packages and formal apologies were made by Canada to many of 

those affected.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8TQTuMqM9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8TQTuMqM9g

